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*Please share the Chamber Chatter Newsletter with your employees. The newsletter is also now available on the 

Chamber website at https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/. It will also be posted on Facebook when 

the current newletter is available on the Chamber Website. 

If there are additional email addresses you would like me to add to make sure our newsletter 

is getting to all who are interested, please let me know by emailing me at spfdchamber@newulmtel.net and 

I would be happy to add them to the email list. 

          

November 10th – December 12th – “A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE 

THINGS” promotion  

December 9th & 10th – Holiday Lighting Contest 

December 17th – Virtual Chamber Bucks Drawing 

January 20th – Virtual Annual Chamber Member- SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/
mailto:spfdchamber@newulmtel.net
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Springfield Chamber Bucks make the perfect gift! 

 

 

They can be used at any of our Chamber businesses 

and keep dollars in our local economy.   

Denominations start at $5.00. 

Chamber Bucks can be purchased exclusively at the 

Springfield Chamber Office 

Call 507-723-3508 or email 

spfdchamber@newulmtel.net 

 

mailto:spfdchamber@newulmtel.net
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Holiday Open House 2020
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 Happy Holidays  
from 

Good Neighbor Thrift 
    

Open: 

Tues.-Fri.  11-4  

Closed:   

Dec.24 & 25 
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                                                                                                     NEWS RELEASE 
For immediate release 

Contact: Anna Vangsness 

507-233-5620 

anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com 

(Sleepy Eye, MN – November 17, 2020) Springfield resident Adam Seifert is the newest member of SouthPoint’s Board of Directors.  

 

Seifert filled a vacancy left by Gordon Osmonsen, who retired from his seat in July 2020, after 44 

years of service as a Director. Seifert most recently served on SouthPoint’s Supervisory Committee 

for the past few years.  

 

Seifert reflected on the time he spent on the Supervisory Committee as a wonderful learning 

experience.  

 

“When I was asked to be on the Board, it felt like a natural step to continue to help protect and grow our member’s assets, provide 

services they want and build great relationships along the way,” Seifert said. “SouthPoint is a wonderful organization. I feel great to 

be involved with its success.” 

 

Seifert is a small business owner and lifelong resident of Brown County. He and his wife, Marisa, have four children ages 3-13, and 

own and operate a small trucking company in Springfield.  

 

His service on the Supervisory Committee has given him valuable experience in the operations of the credit union, Board President 

Matt Lux said.  

 

“Adam joins the board with experience operating his own transportation business and farming with his family,” he said. “He 

demonstrates a willingness to learn by asking questions and contributing to the discussions at our meetings.” 

 

##### 

 
About SouthPoint Financial Credit Union  
Founded in 1936, SouthPoint Financial Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial cooperative that distributes profits among members in 
the form of lower loan rates, fewer and lower fees and higher savings rates. Membership is open to all residents and businesses in a 
19-county area of southern Minnesota. For additional information visit southpointfinancial.com or call 877-794-6712. 

  

mailto:anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com
http://www.southpointfinancial.com/
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Annual Board/Commission Positions Open Ad - 2021 Appointments 

 

Interested in helping shape the future of Springfield? Join one of our various public boards/commissions! The City of 

Springfield greatly values the contributions of its residents in decisions and we are committed to recruit the best 

candidates to serve our community. 

 

Submit a letter to the City Council/Charter Commission expressing interest in the position and your relevant 

experience. Letters of interest are due by Friday, December 4th at 12:00pm and positions will remain open until 

filled. 

 

Attn: City Manager 

City of Springfield 

2 East Central Street 

Springfield, MN 

 

➢ Airport Commission (1 position open). Provides input related to matters of budgeting and overall Airport 

improvements and operations: 

o Meets as needed 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Charter Commission (6 positions open). A body authorized by law and established for the purpose of drafting 

and submitting to the voters a newly created local government charter or revisions to an existing charter as well as 

provide appointment recommendations to the city council for its various boards and commissions. 

o Meets in January & as needed 

o Term is four years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Community Facilities Board (3 positions open). Shall maintain and enhance the physical facilities and the 

services available to the Springfield area in utilization of the Community Center, Parks, Pool, Campground, 

Walking Paths, Cable T.V. and other recreational facilities and actively pursue the development of recreational, 

educational, business, and community promotional programs which will utilize such facilities. 

o Meets the 3rd Tuesday @ 4pm every month 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Economic Development Authority Board (1 position open). Shall carry out economic, housing, and industrial 

development and redevelopment within the city in accordance with such general policies as may from time to 

time be established by the City Council: 

o Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday @ Noon, November – March, and 2nd Tuesday @ 4pm, April – 

October. 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Library Board (3 positions open). Provides input related to matters of budgeting and programing within the 

Library Department: 

o Meets every other month on the 2nd Wednesday @ Noon 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 
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➢ Planning and Zoning Commission (1 position open). Shall be responsible for enforcing and implementing the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City and for establishing an orderly plan for the development or redevelopment of all 

areas within the City: 

o Meets monthly on the 4th Monday @ 5:30 or 7pm 

o Term is five years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Police Commission (1 position open). Powers and duties as the City Council deems advisable in relation to the 

operation of the police department and its personnel: 

o Meets as needed 

o Term is 3 years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Public Utilities Commission (1 position open). Shall manage the department of Public Utilities: 

o Meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday @ 8:30am 

o Term is three years 

o Paid position ($2,385 annually) 

 
➢ NEW - Rural Entrepreneurship Venture Leadership Team (7 positions open). The City of Springfield will 

begin a three-year journey organizing and executing an economic strategy to grow our local economy in 

partnership with the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation. 

o Meets monthly (TBD) 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ NEW - Welcoming Community Board (5 positions open). The purpose of the Board is to promote a mentally 

and physically safe and welcoming community for all citizens to promote equal opportunity in employment, 

housing, public accommodations, public services, and education, and to secure full participation in the affairs of 

this community by assisting the State Department of Human Rights in implementing the Minnesota Human 

Rights Act and by advising the City on long-range programs to improve human relations in the City. 

o Meets as needed 

o Terms are one, two, & three years in length 

o Volunteer position 
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FOOD SHELF UPDATE: 

The Springfield Area Food Shelf would like to keep you updated on current procedures that are happening during this 

COVID-19 Pandemic.  Food Shelf numbers have dropped this year since COVID began in March, 2020.  We want to 

reassure all people that we are taking every precaution necessary to provide a safe delivery of food and products during 

this time.  Second Harvest and the CDC are providing us with direction to make volunteers and clients safe. 

The food shelf hours are Tuesday 5-7 pm and Thursdays 9:30-11:30. Clients are to call in during the day on Tuesday with 

your name, number, and number of people in your household. Call cell phone number Jan Schwanke(507-227-7387) 

with this information.  For Thursdays you are to call in on Wednesday during the day.  Volunteers than come to the food 

shelf and will call you to take your order and set it together while going thru the food shelf to tell you what is available 

and get your order completed.  It is very important that you are in the parking lot when you do this so you are available 

to get the order loaded into your vehicle CURBSIDE PICK-UP.   

If you prefer not to do your grocery order based on what is available then volunteers can put a box or bags together, of 

the basic food groups. If you only need certain things such as meat, produce and dairy that can be done also.  You need 

to communicate your order to the person on the phone.  Take just what you want and need.  HOLIDAY BOXES WILL BE 

AVAILABLE IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER.  

If transportation is difficult for you to come and get food then let us know that and we may be able to help you find 

someone.  Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

Even though you may be getting extra funding at this time, we encourage you to still come to the food shelf and get 

what you need.  We still have to place orders and we receive commodities such as milk, meat, ETC.  If we do not get 

something that we have normally provided we will go to the local market and purchase products. Families of children 

going to school and who participate in the meal service twice a day, will qualify to come to the local food shelf and get 

what they need.    Only information required is name, number in household, and phone number to reach you.  We do 

not ask any financial information ever.  No Forms are being signed by clients at this time due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Back-pack program is available and if you are unable to get your bag of food at your school, stop at the food shelf to pick 

up your food. Comfrey schools are participating at this time.  Please contact Jan Schwanke with any further questions.    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on delivery day which is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the morning.  Jan Schwanke will usually send a 

text out to volunteers when delivery truck is getting close by Springfield.  Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

Volunteers are also needed for service days.  Shifts are approximately 2-2 ½ hours on Tuesday night or Thursday 

mornings. Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

The Springfield Area Food Shelf mailing address has changed to PO box 15, Springfield, MN 56087. 

Web address: springfieldareafoodshelf.weebly.com 

Feel free to contact Shari Koll 507-227-0386 or 507-723-6120 should you have any questions.  You may also contact Jan 

Schwanke with questions at 507-227-7387. 

Current Board of Directors: Shari Koll Chairman, Lewis Larson Vice Chairman,  Becky Pautzke Secretary, Linda Carruthers 

Treasurer, Derek Tonn, Deb Rasett, Jane Evers, Lucy Potter, Pat Ryan, Cheryl Diede, Dawn Buddensiek, Jan Schwanke. 

Jan Schwanke is the Food Shelf Manager/Volunteer Coordinator. 
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 OPEN: 

Tuesday 2-6 

Friday 2-6 

Saturday 10-3 
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