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Chamber Chatter 
 

 

 
 

November 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
*Please share the Chamber Chatter Newsletter with your employees. The newsletter is also now available on the 

Chamber website at https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/. It will also be posted on Facebook when 

the current newletter is available on the Chamber Website. 

If there are additional email addresses you would like me to add to make sure our newsletter 

is getting to all who are interested, please let me know by emailing me at spfdchamber@newulmtel.net and 

I would be happy to add them to the email list. 

          

November 10th-12th- Holiday Open House 

November 10th – December 12th – “A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE 

THINGS” promotion  

December 17th – Virtual Chamber Bucks Drawing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/
mailto:spfdchamber@newulmtel.net
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Sadly, we will not be holding the Jingle Bell Ticket promotion 

this holiday season, BUT our new promotion, "A Few of Our 

Favorite Things" will be giving away $1,500 in Chamber 

Bucks in the following amounts: 1-$250, 5-$100, 15-$50. 

Starting Tuesday, November 10th and continuing through 

Sunday, December 12, 2020, we will be posting daily on our 

Chamber Facebook page, a photo entitled, "A Few of Our 

Favorite Things", which will spotlight one of our Chamber 

members. To be entered in the drawing, you simply need to 

"Comment" on the post. 33 of our Chamber members will be 

spotlighted, so the more "A Few of Our Favorite Things" posts 

you comment on, the more chances you have to win! One 

comment = one (1) drawing entry (limit one comment per 

person per post for entry into the drawing). 

You can also increase your chances of winning by completing a 

entry form and submitting it to the Chamber Office or the 

Springfield Advance-Press. Entry forms will be published in 

the Springfield Advance-Press in the following weekly editions: 

November 11th, 18th, 25th & December 2nd, 9th. One 

completed entry form = TWO (2) drawing entries. Completed 

entry forms MUST be dropped off at the Chamber Office, 

located at the East end of the Springfield Area Community 

Center or the Springfield Advance-Press by 1 pm on Friday, 

December 11, 2020.  

A virtual drawing for the $1,500 in Chamber Bucks will be 

held on Thursday, December 17, 2020 at 6 pm and will be 

broadcast live on our Chamber Facebook page. 

Please see following sheet for more information including the 

rules. 
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20th Annual  

 

Springfield Public Library 
 

October 14th- November 25th 

120 North Cass Avenue 
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Annual Board/Commission Positions Open Ad - 2021 Appointments 

 

Interested in helping shape the future of Springfield? Join one of our various public boards/commissions! The City of 

Springfield greatly values the contributions of its residents in decisions and we are committed to recruit the best 

candidates to serve our community. 

 

Submit a letter to the City Council/Charter Commission expressing interest in the position and your relevant 

experience. Letters of interest are due by Friday, December 4th at 12:00pm and positions will remain open until 

filled. 

 

Attn: City Manager 

City of Springfield 

2 East Central Street 

Springfield, MN 

 

➢ Airport Commission (1 position open). Provides input related to matters of budgeting and overall Airport 

improvements and operations: 

o Meets as needed 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Charter Commission (6 positions open). A body authorized by law and established for the purpose of drafting 

and submitting to the voters a newly created local government charter or revisions to an existing charter as well as 

provide appointment recommendations to the city council for its various boards and commissions. 

o Meets in January & as needed 

o Term is four years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Community Facilities Board (3 positions open). Shall maintain and enhance the physical facilities and the 

services available to the Springfield area in utilization of the Community Center, Parks, Pool, Campground, 

Walking Paths, Cable T.V. and other recreational facilities and actively pursue the development of recreational, 

educational, business, and community promotional programs which will utilize such facilities. 

o Meets the 3rd Tuesday @ 4pm every month 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Economic Development Authority Board (1 position open). Shall carry out economic, housing, and industrial 

development and redevelopment within the city in accordance with such general policies as may from time to 

time be established by the City Council: 

o Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday @ Noon, November – March, and 2nd Tuesday @ 4pm, April – 

October. 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Library Board (3 positions open). Provides input related to matters of budgeting and programing within the 

Library Department: 

o Meets every other month on the 2nd Wednesday @ Noon 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Planning and Zoning Commission (1 position open). Shall be responsible for enforcing and implementing the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City and for establishing an orderly plan for the development or redevelopment of all 

areas within the City: 

o Meets monthly on the 4th Monday @ 5:30 or 7pm 
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o Term is five years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Police Commission (1 position open). Powers and duties as the City Council deems advisable in relation to the 

operation of the police department and its personnel: 

o Meets as needed 

o Term is 3 years 

o Volunteer position 

 

➢ Public Utilities Commission (1 position open). Shall manage the department of Public Utilities: 

o Meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday @ 8:30am 

o Term is three years 

o Paid position ($2,385 annually) 

 
➢ Rural Entrepreneurship Venture Leadership Team (7 positions open). The City of Springfield will begin a 

three-year journey organizing and executing an economic strategy to grow our local economy in partnership with 

the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation. 

o Meets monthly (TBD) 

o Term is three years 

o Volunteer position 
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BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
2 North Broadway Street, New Ulm, MN 56073 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Date: October 20, 2020 

Brown County Historical Society, 2 North Broadway Street, New Ulm, MN 56073 

Contact: Kathleen Backer, director@browncountyhistorymn.org – 507-233-2618 

 

Brown County Historical Society Exhibit Opening:  

Batter Up! Baseball in Brown County 

The Brown County Historical Society presents a digital exhibit, Batter Up! Baseball in Brown 

County. Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the Brown County Museum remains 

closed to the public.  In order to continue displaying Brown County’s history, the BCHS has 

designed a digital exhibit on its website. 

In celebration of 150 years of recorded baseball in Brown County, the BCHS presents Batter 

Up! Baseball in Brown County. Batter Up! is a history of the hold baseball has had on the 

people of Brown County since 1871, when the first known game of baseball was played within 

the county. Brown County's love for baseball was well established by 1900, and its passion 

grew until the 1950s when amateur baseball in Minnesota peaked. After 1960, Minnesota found 

new interest in the Minnesota Twins, but in Brown County, the amateur baseball tradition has 

continued since that first game in 1871. 

The exhibit covers a broad base of subjects like: The Origin of Baseball, Baseball Becomes 

America’s Pastime, Brown County and the Major Leagues and Base Ball: A Game for All.  

Sub-categories under A Game for All include: Women’s Baseball in Minnesota, Native 

American’s in Baseball and Youth Baseball. 

The exhibit may be viewed on the BCHS website, browncountyhistorymn.org. The digital 

exhibit includes images from the BCHS archives and artifact collection, a summary of baseball 

history and short bios of specific Brown County athletes.  

For more information on the exhibit, please contact the BCHS at 507-233-2620. 

# # # 
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BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
2 North Broadway Street, New Ulm, MN 56073 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Date: October 21, 2020 

Brown County Historical Society, 2 North Broadway Street, New Ulm, MN 56073 

Contact: Kathleen Backer, director@browncountyhistorymn.org – 507-233-2618 

 

Brown County Historical Society Features the “Art of Remembering, Images of the U. S. Dakota War of 1862” 

Program  

The Brown County Historical Society presents the “Art of Remembering, Images of the U. S. Dakota War of 1862”.  This 

three-part series examines artistic forms of interpreting the past.  The program can be viewed on the BCHS website. 

The three segments include examination of the Chief Sleepy Eye Statue, The Milford Monument and the The Defense of 

New Ulm painting.  This program was produced for the 2012 commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of the U.S. Dakota 

War of 1862.  

This three-part series is available on the BCHS website, browncountyhistorymn.org.  This program was made possible by 

the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Legacy program with a grant from the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council. 

For more information on the exhibit, please contact the BCHS at 507-233-2620. 

# # # 
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OPEN: 

Tuesday from 2-6 

Friday from 2-6 

Saturday 10-3 
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For Immediate Release                                    For Additional Information, Contact:  

Lori Pickell-Stangel - 507-354-6512 
director@unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org  

 

 

UNITED WAY TO HOLD POWER OF THE PURSE-DIGITAL BINGO 
FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT LOCAL YOUTH: 

 
The United Way’s Power of the Purse event is going virtual!  With your help, this fundraiser will supplement the United 

Way’s budget to operate our programs for kids! That means funding for Imagination Library, Youth Activity Scholarships, 

Stuff the Backpacks, and Project Lunchbox weekend food program.  This fun event will feature three consecutive “Live” 

Purse Bingo games for one of three designer purses.  You can play all your package bingo cards for all three games.  Each 

of your package chances = your name in the “Live” drawing to when fun designer purses, accessories, and or gifts!   We 

will be drawing for prizes throughout the event, so stay online to win!  Please join us and use the Power of the Purse to 

empower our local Brown County Youth!   

 For more information on our Power of the Purse-Digital Bingo event:  

https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/Bingo 

 
If you are in need of resources, please go to:  https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/partner-organizations 
You can also learn more about the United Way of Brown County Area at https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/ 
Or call / email the United Way:  UnitedWay@newulmtel.net or 507-354-6512 

 

https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/Bingo
https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/partner-organizations
https://www.unitedwaybrowncountyarea.org/
mailto:UnitedWay@newulmtel.net
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   NEWS RELEASE 

For immediate release 
Contact: Anna Vangsness 

507-233-5620 
Anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com 

 
 

SouthPoint Financial Credit Union Release NetGiver to Members for 100% Impact 
 
(Sleepy Eye, MN – October 19, 2020) – SouthPoint Financial Credit Union has a long-standing commitment to supporting the 
community and giving back to nonprofits. The latest addition to this commitment is NetGiver, a recently launched mobile giving app 
entirely focused on 100% fee-free donations. With online donation platforms growing in popularity, nonprofit organizations that 
employ these platforms incur platform and/or processing fees that can significantly reduce the amount the nonprofit receives each 
year – a total which can exceed 7% of the $149 billion dollars given each year by individuals via credit or debit card. 
 
SouthPoint members are now able to ensure that their complete donation reaches the desired nonprofit, with no fees to either the 
donor or the recipient. Through NetGiver, donations to nonprofits can have 100% impact Brad Haynes, SouthPoint Sales Manager, 
believes that “giving is not just about the money you provided it’s about the difference you make in someone’s life. As we give, we 
ensure that others who may not have had the opportunities or support in life that many of us do, can utilize those moments to 
better themselves and those around them.” 

 
Credit union leadership allows us to make a significant impact in the nonprofit giving space. We’re excited to have the credit union 
community behind NetGiver,” said Miriam Ackerman, co-founder of NetGiver. “This community is strengthened by its leaders. 
Leaders who take this commitment seriously, and with NetGiver they’re making a significant impact,” stated Ackerman. 
 
“We’re extremely proud to offer NetGiver to our members and know that we can make a difference with 100% donations to our 
community,” said Haynes. NetGiver is available to members in both app stores and works seamlessly with a member’s SouthPoint 
Financial Credit Union account. “Many charities depend on every cent and because of our partnership with NetGiver we can ensure 
the communities that we serve and the charities in our 19 county footprint can receive every cent of those funds to continue their 
philanthropic missions.” 
 

SouthPoint Financial Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial cooperative that distributes profits among members in the form of 

lower loan rates, fewer and lower fees and higher savings rates. Membership is open to all residents and businesses in a 19-county 

area of southern Minnesota. For additional information visit southpointfinancial.com, southpointhomemortgage, or call 877-794-

6712. 

About NetGiver: NetGiver is provided to members by their credit union as a secure and easy-to-use mobile app, where 

individuals make safe, secure, direct and fee-free donations to the charities they choose. NetGiver is a unique member 

acquisition and retention tool which delivers a branded credit union, feel-good experience to its users. Imagine the difference 

7% can make. NetGiver is a Minneapolis based Credit Union Service Organization (CUSO), founded in 2019. For more 

information, visit netgiverapp.com. 

 

 
### 

mailto:Anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com
http://netgiverapp.com/
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Good Neighbor Thrift 
Tuesday-Friday  

11 am- 4 pm  
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TAKE AND BAKE APPLE PIES 
and APPLE CRISP FOR SALE 
 
        $5.00 A PIE 

$5.00 CRISP (8x8) 
 

You can call the office and place an order for  
some – or stop in and pick one up!!!  They will 
be available anytime the school is open until 

our apple supply is depleted!!!! 
 

Call today – 723-4135. 

 
 

Proceeds benefit St. Raphael School.   
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Springfield Area Food Shelf 

Holiday Boxes 
Needs your help! 

 
The Springfield Area Food Shelf will be providing Holiday Meal boxes again this year.  The 

boxes contain ingredients for one holiday meal, given out both at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

                                                                                                                

 

The food shelf is looking for donations of the following items: 

• Stuffing 

• Canned gravy 

• Any flavored jello 

• Cool whip 

• Cans of green beans 

• Cream of Mushroom soup 

• Cans of French fried onions 

• Frozen pies 
 

50 total of each item will be needed.  25 of each will be needed by October 26th for the 
Thanksgiving boxes. 25 of each will be needed by November 23rd for the Christmas boxes.  
 
If you or your organization can help, please drop off any items you are willing to donate at 
Schwanke Engine building between 9-5 (M-F) or at the food shelf drop box at Springfield 
Market.  For further information please contact Dawn Buddensiek at 507-220-0733. 
 
Thank you! 
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FOOD SHELF UPDATE: 

The Springfield Area Food Shelf would like to keep you updated on current procedures that are happening during this 

COVID-19 Pandemic.  Food Shelf numbers have dropped this year since COVID began in March, 2020.  We want to 

reassure all people that we are taking every precaution necessary to provide a safe delivery of food and products during 

this time.  Second Harvest and the CDC are providing us with direction to make volunteers and clients safe. 

The food shelf hours are Tuesday 5-7 pm and Thursdays 9:30-11:30. Clients are to call in during the day on Tuesday with 

your name, number, and number of people in your household. Call cell phone number Jan Schwanke(507-227-7387) 

with this information.  For Thursdays you are to call in on Wednesday during the day.  Volunteers than come to the food 

shelf and will call you to take your order and set it together while going thru the food shelf to tell you what is available 

and get your order completed.  It is very important that you are in the parking lot when you do this so you are available 

to get the order loaded into your vehicle CURBSIDE PICK-UP.   

If you prefer not to do your grocery order based on what is available then volunteers can put a box or bags together, of 

the basic food groups. If you only need certain things such as meat, produce and dairy that can be done also.  You need 

to communicate your order to the person on the phone.  Take just what you want and need.  HOLIDAY BOXES WILL BE 

AVAILABLE IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER.  

If transportation is difficult for you to come and get food then let us know that and we may be able to help you find 

someone.  Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

Even though you may be getting extra funding at this time, we encourage you to still come to the food shelf and get 

what you need.  We still have to place orders and we receive commodities such as milk, meat, ETC.  If we do not get 

something that we have normally provided we will go to the local market and purchase products. Families of children 

going to school and who participate in the meal service twice a day, will qualify to come to the local food shelf and get 

what they need.    Only information required is name, number in household, and phone number to reach you.  We do 

not ask any financial information ever.  No Forms are being signed by clients at this time due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Back-pack program is available and if you are unable to get your bag of food at your school, stop at the food shelf to pick 

up your food. Comfrey schools are participating at this time.  Please contact Jan Schwanke with any further questions.    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on delivery day which is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the morning.  Jan Schwanke will usually send a 

text out to volunteers when delivery truck is getting close by Springfield.  Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

Volunteers are also needed for service days.  Shifts are approximately 2-2 ½ hours on Tuesday night or Thursday 

mornings. Call Jan Schwanke at above number. 

The Springfield Area Food Shelf mailing address has changed to PO box 15, Springfield, MN 56087. 

Web address: springfieldareafoodshelf.weebly.com 

Feel free to contact Shari Koll 507-227-0386 or 507-723-6120 should you have any questions.  You may also contact Jan 

Schwanke with questions at 507-227-7387. 

Current Board of Directors: Shari Koll Chairman, Lewis Larson Vice Chairman,  Becky Pautzke Secretary, Linda Carruthers 

Treasurer, Derek Tonn, Deb Rasett, Jane Evers, Lucy Potter, Pat Ryan, Cheryl Diede, Dawn Buddensiek, Jan Schwanke. 

Jan Schwanke is the Food Shelf Manager/Volunteer Coordinator. 
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SMIF announces new Rural Entrepreneurial Venture communities 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OWATONNA, Minn., October 30, 2020 – Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) recently accepted four 
communities to its Rural Entrepreneurial Venture (REV) program.  Each of these communities will participate in 
the program, which supports long-term economic growth in towns of 5,000 or less in SMIF’s 20-county region, for 
a period of three years from 2021 – 2023. 

The REV model is based on the e2 Entrepreneurial Ecosystems framework from NetWork Kansas, which provides 
guidance to communities for accelerating entrepreneurial activity. The framework has been utilized by 
communities across the country and provides a roadmap for sustainable entrepreneur-focused development. The 
inaugural REV cohort, which participated from 2018 -2020, supported the communities of Blue Earth, Lake City, Le 
Sueur, Spring Grove and a collaborative effort between Lanesboro and Spring Valley. A variety of approaches to 
economic growth have been implemented in these communities, including business succession programs and 
youth retention initiatives. 

After a competitive application process, the following communities were selected for the 2021 – 2023 REV cohort: 

• Montgomery (Le Sueur County) 
• Springfield (Brown County) 
• Wells (Faribault County) 
• Mapleton, in collaboration with the additional Maple River School District communities of Amboy, Good 

Thunder and Minnesota Lake (Blue Earth/Faribault Counties). 

Each group will develop a core leadership team made up of a variety of community stakeholders. The teams will 
meet regularly with coaches from SMIF, Region Nine Development Commission and University of Minnesota 
Extension. A variety of exercises and tools will be provided to the teams, including a mapping exercise to document 
the impacts of the program over time and a database for conducting an inventory of the existing entrepreneurs in 
each town. 

“We are excited to work with these communities over the next three years as they explore different approaches to 
supporting entrepreneurs and economic growth through this program,” said Pam Bishop, Vice President of 
Economic Development at SMIF. “We know from our experience with the first cohort that the REV program will 
have a lasting impact on how these small towns approach economic development.”  

For more information about the REV program, contact Pam Bishop at pamb@smifoundation.org or 507-214-7013. 
Read more about the long-lasting impact REV has made on small towns in the region in SMIF’s 2020 Impact Report. 

Media Contact: 

Katie Godfrey Demmer 
Communications Director 
507-214-7022 
katieg@smifoundation.org 

https://smifoundation.org/
https://smifoundation.org/rev/
https://smifoundation.org/about-us/our-region/
https://www.energizingentrepreneurs.org/
https://www.networkkansas.com/
https://www.rndc.org/
https://extension.umn.edu/
https://extension.umn.edu/
mailto:pamb@smifoundation.org
https://smifoundation.org/blog/2020/09/economic-resiliency-in-a-small-town/
mailto:katieg@smifoundation.org
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