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Chamber Chatter 
 

 

 

 

 

August 2020 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

     
 

*Please share the Chamber Chatter Newsletter with your employees. The newsletter is also now available on the 

Chamber website at https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/. It will also be posted on Facebook when 

the current newletter is available on the Chamber Website. 

If there are additional email addresses you would like me to add to make sure our newsletter 

is getting to all who are interested, please let me know by emailing me at spfdchamber@newulmtel.net and 

I would be happy to add them to the email list. 

 

August 7th - Lunch Wagon @ Springfield Market  

September 11th- Lunch Wagon @ Springfield Market 

TBD- Spirit of Springfield/Business of the Year Banquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://springfieldmnchamber.org/chamber-chatter/
mailto:spfdchamber@newulmtel.net
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 Minnesota Department of Health website for materials, resources including printable posters/signs and 

social media images  

 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1_Oh1umsmZ7HI05sWbr
LC3BNHNmLl-KlqBoOvtPBFmipegP-0wF1ndhwk 
 

https://staysafe.mn.gov/industry-guidance/all-

businesses.jsp?fbclid=IwAR3k6wyVhyb_NqAVnIooiEvQR8QyNnGPqHkqoJTTEFM-OG_s2_LKi4iQXH8 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1_Oh1umsmZ7HI05sWbrLC3BNHNmLl-KlqBoOvtPBFmipegP-0wF1ndhwk
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1_Oh1umsmZ7HI05sWbrLC3BNHNmLl-KlqBoOvtPBFmipegP-0wF1ndhwk
https://staysafe.mn.gov/industry-guidance/all-businesses.jsp?fbclid=IwAR3k6wyVhyb_NqAVnIooiEvQR8QyNnGPqHkqoJTTEFM-OG_s2_LKi4iQXH8
https://staysafe.mn.gov/industry-guidance/all-businesses.jsp?fbclid=IwAR3k6wyVhyb_NqAVnIooiEvQR8QyNnGPqHkqoJTTEFM-OG_s2_LKi4iQXH8
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July 16, 2020 

 

COVID-19 Business Relief Grant Funds Available Through Brown County Economic 

Development Partnership  

New Ulm, MN – Brown County is excited to announce that funding has been received by the county from the Federal 

CARES Act, through the State of Minnesota Department of Revenue for a new business relief grant program that will be 

administered through Brown County Economic Development Partners, Inc. (BCEDP).  Brown County has received 

$3,083,468 in Coronavirus Relief Funds.  Of the county’s allocation, 10% will be set-aside by Brown County 

Commissioners to assist businesses that have been adversely impacted by the Coronavirus.    

Businesses that are eligible to apply include small businesses of 25 or less employees operating in Brown County that 

have been affected by Stay-at-Home orders related to COVID-19. The grant fund will give preference to businesses who 

have not received federal or state COVID-19 relief funds. Businesses who did receive these funds but have not received 

enough to meet their needs and can demonstrate additional need are encouraged to apply.  

Grant amounts awarded may range from $4,500 to $37,500 and will be based on how many employees the business had 

as of March 1, 2020. Businesses will need to demonstrate a loss of 20% or more in revenue to be eligible.  

To apply, businesses will need to provide a completed application and attachments. To access the guidelines and 

application, please visit www.co.brown.mn.us, request documents via email at robberma@hotmail.com, or call the 

BCEDP Office at (507)794-7992.  Applicants must submit a completed application by August 24, 2020.  Priority will be 

given to applications received by August 24, 2020; however, additional grants may be awarded after August 24, 2020 

depending on availability of funds.  Grant recipients will be notified by September 14th.   

BCEDP is a non-profit organization working on behalf of entrepreneurs and business owners in partnership with local 

development organizations, chambers of commerce, and banks.  If you need assistance with starting or expanding your 

business, please contact the BCEDP Office at (507)794-7992, or email robberma@hotmail.com.    

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact Sam Hansen for more information at 507-233-6600 or 

Sam.Hansen@co.brown.mn.us 

http://www./
mailto:robberma@hotmail.com
mailto:robberma@hotmail.com
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Brown County COVID-19 Business Relief Grant 

Eligibility and Program Guidelines 

 

Eligible Businesses: 

• For-profit corporation, partnership, LLC, or sole proprietor that can demonstrate their business was 

directly and adversely affected by COVID-19 economic impact. The impact must be equivalent to at 

least a 20% reduction in sales (Reduction shall be calculated off either the prior year 2019 annualized 

monthly sales, or current month to same month prior year sales.) 

• Business must operate within Brown County. 

• Businesses with 25 or less employees, calculated on a Full Time Equivalent basis. For this program, Full 

Time Equivalent will be equal to at least 32 hours per week. Sole proprietors are eligible, please see 

“terms of the funding” for more information.  

• Businesses that have been in operation since March 1, 2020; Operating means showing some source of 

revenue as verified by financial statements or bank deposit records. 

• Business must be active at the Secretary of State as of the time of application. 

Ineligible Businesses: 

• Those that qualify for traditional bank financing sufficient to meet their needs. 

• Businesses that do not meet the above criteria of “Eligible Businesses.” 

Fund Priorities:  

The fund will give priority to businesses forced to shut down normal operations due to Governor Walz’s 

Executive Orders, including but not limited to: 

• Sit-down restaurants 

• Bars and pubs 

• Salons and spas 

• Fitness centers 

• Small retail businesses 

• Tourist-related small businesses 

Funds can be used for rent or mortgage payments, payroll for current employees, working capital and other 

operational costs. Funds cannot be used to pay or refinance past debt. 

Terms of the Funding: 

• Funding levels are based on the number of full time equivalent (FTE) employees as of March 1, 2020. 

Full time for the purposes of this application will be any employee that works at least 32 hours per week. 

For those working less than 32, divide the number of hours by 32 to calculate FTE (i.e. 24 hours per 

week/32 = .75 FTE) 

• Businesses will receive $1,500 per FTE with a minimum of $4,500 (for sole proprietors and businesses 

with 1 to 3 FTE employees) and maximum of $37,500 (for businesses with 25 FTE employees). If FTE 

is not a whole number, funding will round up to the nearest whole number (i.e. FTE of 4.3 will receive 

$7,500). Sole proprietors with no employees will receive $4,500. 
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How to Apply: 

Applicants must submit the following by August 24, 2020.  Priority will be given to applications received by 

August 24, 2020; however, additional grants may be awarded after August 24, 2020 depending on availability 

of funds. The grant fund will give preference to businesses who have not received federal or state COVID-19 

relief funds. Businesses who did receive these funds but have not received enough to meet their needs and can 

demonstrate additional need are encouraged to apply.  

1.  Businesses may receive only one grant from the Brown County COVID-19 Relief Grant.  

 

o A signed and completed Application Form. 

o April 2020 monthly profit and loss statement or other report of revenue for the month to verify 

decrease was at least 20% over average monthly revenue for 2019. 

o Prepared 2019 financial statements or tax returns, if available. If not available, company 

prepared profit-and-loss statement (income and expense statement) and balance sheet for 2019 

(or since the business start, if operating less than 12 months). 

o March 1, 2020 Payroll Information verifying number of employees and hours worked to verify 

number of FTE employees for grant amount determination.  

o Entity documents including Articles of Organization, bylaws, or other means to verify the 

authorized signers on the grant. 

o Applications and attachments should be sent to robberma@hotmail.com or in person or by US 

Mail to: BCEDP, 300 2nd Avenue SW, Sleepy Eye, MN  56085. For any questions please call 

Rob Anderson at 507-640-0933.  

2. Businesses must: 

o Be able to demonstrate that the applicant has been directly and adversely affected by COVID-19 

economic impact. 

o Be current on financial obligations up to February 2020. 

o Provide complete application 

o Demonstrate the use of funds upon request. 

3. Grants cannot be provided to a business: 

o That derives income from passive investments without operational ties to operating businesses. 

o That primarily generates revenue from gambling activities. 

o That is a non-profit or is owned by a non-profit organization. 

o That have no current or historical financial statements or began operating after March 1, 2020. 

Applicant must submit completed application and all attachments prior to grant committee review. Applications 

will not be reviewed until all information is submitted. The grant review committee reserves the right to reject 

any application. 

Following approval, the applicant shall proceed with setting up a date to sign the grant agreement. Grant 

recipients will be notified by September 14, 2020. 

Please submit completed application and attachments to:  robberma@hotmail.com or in person or by US 

Mail to: BCEDP, 300 2nd Avenue SW, Sleepy Eye, MN  56085. For any questions please call Rob 

Anderson at (507)794-7992 or cell phone at (507)640-0933.  

 

mailto:robberma@hotmail.com
mailto:robberma@hotmail.com
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Brown County COVID-19 Business Relief Grant 

Application Form 

 
Program Information:  
 

This grant has been developed to provide emergency assistance to small businesses in Brown County adversely 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Eligibility Notes:  
 

All applicants must operate within Brown County. Only businesses with a COVID-19 impact equivalent to a 

20% reduction in annualized sales or more are eligible. (Reduction shall be calculated off either the prior year 

2019 annualized monthly sales, or current month to same month prior year sales.) 

 

If your business has been negatively impacted by COVID-19, but has not seen a 20% revenue reduction, 

exceptions may be made on a case by case basis.  Document the impact you have seen, and why it did not cause 

a 20% or greater reduction in revenue.   
 

Please see the Program Guidelines document for full eligibility and program information.  
 

 

Applicant Information (Sole Prop __  LLC __  Sub S Corp __  C Corp __  Partnership __) 
 

 

Business Legal Name: Tax ID:  

 

 

Business Operating Name (if different):  

 

 

Business Contact Name / Title:   

 

 

Phone:  Email:   

 

 

Street Address:   

 

 

City:  County:  Zip Code:   

 

 

Mailing Address (if different):   
 

Business Ownership – Provide name and ownership percentage of each owner who holds at least 20% 

ownership: 
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LEGAL NAME ADDRESS SSN OWNERSHIP % 

    

    

    

    

    

 

Business Description (include product/industry):  

   

   

   

   

   

Month/Year Operations Began:  

COVID-19 Impact 

Briefly explain how the business was impacted by COVID-19 pandemic:  

   

   

   

   

   

Total annual sales in 2019:   $          

Percent reduction in sales resulting from COVID-19 pandemic:   %   

Funding levels are based on the number of full time equivalent (FTE) employees as of March 1, 2020. Full time 

for the purposes of this application will be any employee that works at least 32 hours per week. For those 

working less than 32, divide the number of hours by 32 to calculate FTE (i.e. 24 hours per week/32 = .75 FTE) 

Total FTE Employees:     

Required Financial Information 
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The following must be submitted with application.  

• 2019 financial statements or tax returns, if available. If not available, company prepared profit-and-

loss statement (income and expense statement) and balance sheet for 2019 (or since the business 

start if operating less than 12 months).  

• April 2020 monthly profit and loss statement or other report of revenue for the month to verify 

decrease was at least 20% over average monthly revenue for 2019. 

• Entity documents including Articles or Organization, bylaws, or other means to verify the authorized 

signers on the grant.  

• March 1, 2020 Payroll Information verifying number of employees and hours worked to verify 

number of FTE employees for grant amount determination.  

• Additional documentation may be requested to assure eligibility. 

 

BUSINESS CERTIFICATION: 

I authorize Brown County and/or Brown County Economic Development Partners, Inc. to obtain personal and 

credit information about me from my employer and credit bureau, or credit reporting agency, any person who 

has or may have any financial dealing with me, or from any references I have provided. This information, as 

well as that provided by me in the application, will be referred to in connection with this application and any 

other relationships we may establish from time to time. Any personal and credit information obtained may be 

disclosed from time to time to other lenders, credit bureaus or other credit reporting agencies. 

I certify that all information provided herein is true and accurate and that the official signing this form has 

authorization to do so. 

 

 

  

Name/Title of Authorized Business Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

  Date:   

Signature of Authorized Business Representative 

 

 

Please submit completed application and attachments to robberma@hotmail.com or mail to: 

BCEDP  
300 2nd Avenue SW 
Sleepy Eye, MN  56085 
 
For any questions please call Rob Anderson at (507)640-0933.  
 
 

mailto:robberma@hotmail.com
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RELEASE 
For immediate release 

Contact: Anna Vangsness 

507-233-5620 

anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com 

SouthPoint announces retirement of Board of Directors Chairperson 

 
(Sleepy Eye, MN – July 31, 2020)  SouthPoint Financial Credit Union Board of Directors Chair Gordon Osmonson 

announced his retirement at SouthPoint’s virtual Annual Meeting on July 21. Osmonson was appointed to the Board of 

Directors in 1976, and has been board chairperson for 24 of those years.  

 

Osmonson has been an instrumental part of SouthPoint Financial Credit Union since becoming a member 60 years ago. 

He has been a steadfast SouthPoint and credit union movement advocate 100 percent of the time. His approach to 

membership and retention has been a large part of SPFCU’s key to success.  

 

“Gordie’s leadership, passion for our purpose and desire to make a difference in our communities has impacted 

thousands of people and spanned multiple generations,” SouthPoint CEO Jay Gostonczik said. “We are grateful for the 

time we were blessed to have him and he will be greatly missed as he retires.” 

 

In addition to Board Chair, Gordie has been a Sleepy Eye Lion’s Club member for 58 years, serving as a two-time 

president throughout his 16 years on the Board of Directors; Junior Achievement and Biz Town volunteer and 

representative; board member of the Sleepy Eye Medical Center for 24 years, 15 as Board Chairperson; and a volunteer 

for St. Mary’s Church, the American Legion and Brown County United Way. 

 

“We truly thank Gordie for his volunteerism, dedication and helping SouthPoint become a trusted financial partner,” 

Gostonczik said.   

 

Matt Lux (previous vice chairperson) will succeed Gordie as board chairperson and Mike Krueger (previous director) will 

serve as vice chairperson. 

 

mailto:anna.vangsness@southpointfinancial.com
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The Springfield Area Food Shelf has had to go thru some recent changes of 

operation because of the recent pandemic /COVID 19.  We must follow rules 

through Second Harvest/Minnesota Department of Health/Governor orders. 

Clients are able to get groceries thru the food shelf, but at this time we put the 

order together and clients pick it up at street side at the end of the side 

walk.  Clients must call in to place orders.  If you come on Tuesday nights you can 

start to call in at 9am Tuesday throughout the day.  If you come Thursday morning 

than you must call in starting at 9am Wednesday throughout the day. The 

volunteer who takes the order will go through the food shelf while you are on the 

phone so you get what you request.  We make every attempt to have the same 

products that we had before the COVID 19 started.  The number to call to place 

your order is 507-227-7387.  If number is busy leave a message and someone will 

call you back to get order.  No clients are allowed in the food shelf and must stay 

outside the building at this time. 

We have also had a decrease number in volunteers working at the food shelf due 

to the COVID 19.  We have several volunteers that have some pre-existing health 

concerns so we do not want anyone to get sick so these individuals have chosen to 

not work at this time.   

The Food shelf mission statement is to provide food to the needy.  We also provide 

emergency food services to anyone who may need it.  I want to encourage 

individuals and families who currently have been laid off or lost their jobs to know 

that you are very welcome to come to the food shelf for groceries during this 

difficult time.  People who get sick and can’t work or afford groceries should also 

consider coming. Privacy is respected and confidential!  

Service Days are Tuesdays-5pm-7pm and Thursdays 9:30am-11:30am. Food Shelf 

is located at 804 East Rock Street (Schwanke Building) Springfield. 

Call Shari Koll at 507-227-0386 /507-723-6120 or Jan Schwanke at 507-227-7387 

should you have any questions. 
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Good Neighbor Thrift 

Accepting Fall/ Winter Clothing 

With restrictions. Call in Basis 

723-5778 

Tuesday- Friday 11-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

  



28 

 

 



29 

 

 



30 

 

  



31 

 

 

BROWN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
2 North Broadway, New Ulm, MN 56073 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

For Immediate Release 

Date: July 23, 2020 

Brown County Historical Society, 2 North Broadway, New Ulm, MN 56073 

Contact: Kathleen L. Backer - director@browncountyhistorymn.org – 507-233-2618 

 

  

   WANTED – Photographs of Rural School Houses in Brown County 

 

The Brown County Historical Society is seeking photographs of rural school houses in Brown County.  

Photographs are a valuable resource for research; the BCHS does have a large photograph collection but 

is missing images of some of the rural schools in the county. 

 

The following is a list of the school districts for which photos are wanted: Albin - District #’s 33 and 73; 

Bashaw - District #’s 72 and 80; Burnstown - District #’s 40, 64, 55, and 65; Cottonwood - District # 5; 

Eden - District #’s 74, 79, 57, and 18; Home - District #’s 19, 17, 22, 23, and 24; Lake Hanska - District # 

81; Leavenworth - District # 32; Linden-District #’s 53, 20, 38, and 37; Milford - District # 0; Mulligan - 

District # 76; North Star - District #’s 56, 78, and 82; Prairieville - District #’s 58, 29, 77 and 60; Stark - 

District # 25; Sigel - District # 68 and Stately - District #s 71, and 66 

 

If you have photographs of any of the schools on the list and are willing to share with the BCHS; please 

contact the Darla Gebhard, BCHS Research Librarian, at research@browncountyhistorymn.org or at 233-

2619.  NOTE:  Photographs can be scanned and returned to you so you may keep your original 

photographs in your collection.  For the upcoming Early Brown County Exhibit, early photographs, prior 

to 1910 will be needed; however, any photographs of schools on the list will be appreciated. 

 

The permanent Early Brown County Exhibit, scheduled for installation in spring of 2021, will tell about 

the development of Brown County including: the influence of the Native Americans, Fur Traders, Pioneer 

Settlers and their way of life; historical events; establishment of townships, towns and cities; commerce 

and industry, ethnic diversity; services like communications, education and health care; and recreation of 

the residents of early Brown County.  This new exhibit will be designed to engage and educate audiences 

of all ages with images, artifacts, audio and interactive components.  Visitors will have an opportunity to 

learn about what makes Brown County unique and yet similar to other counties in Minnesota. 

 

For more information, email programs@browncountyhistorymn.org or call: 507-233-2620. Check out the 

BCHS on Facebook and on the website: browncountyhistory.org  
   

 
#  #  # 

Photographs:  
Cottonwood Township #3 
Home Township #21 
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